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THURSDAY,  1808. 


7ante  ^utdem  tti  in  ••»«/  fadt  et  termtmt  vert  bent  eum  jurrjmrandn 

mJitringere  n«m  tit  epmt  affttd  eos  quibtu  est  netnt  ;  ted  mbi  ret  aguntur  eerum 
qyibut  viri  frobitat  non  ett  fertftcta  ;  illiut  et  f  remit ta  et  testimenia  jnrijtf 
ranJe  tunt  tenjirmanda.  HUTCUESON  ELEMENT.  ETU. 

So  great  indeed  i*  the  confidence  that  it  placed  in  the  promise  or  ar« 
sertion  of  a  good  man,  by  those  to  whom  he  is  known,  that  there  It  «• 
necettity  to  bind  him  by  an  oath ;  but  on  a  trial  where  the  probity  of  the 
witness  is  not  fully  acknowledged  or  knowni  his  promises  and  evidence 
must  be  confirmed  by  an  oath. 

THIS  subject,  which  was  intivKluced  by  our  con-espon- 
(Icnt  in  the  last  number,  is  one  in  which  the  community  is 
highly  interested.  To^instil  right  principles, make  virtuous  im¬ 
pressions,  and  induce  readers,  as  far  as  possible,  to  pursue  the 
line  of  strict  morality,  to  exhibit  truth,  detect  falsehood,  and 
strip  hypocrisy  of  her  mask,  ought  to  be  the  chief  designs  of 
every  person  who  writes  on  morals  for  the  consideration  of  the 
public  ;  and  whatever  is  practised,  that  in  its  consequences 
has  the  smallest  tendency  to  undermine  the  principles  of  vir¬ 
tue,  ought  to  be  exhibited  in  all  its  deformity,  that  so  tlie  un¬ 
wary  may  be  dciered  from  following  any  path  not  strictly 
parallel  with  the  straight  w’ay  of  true  morality  exhibited  in 
the  scriptmx's. 

It  has  been  admitted  on  all  hands,  that  the  practice  of 
courts  respecting  the  fretiuency  of  oaths,  the  slight  and  irre¬ 
verent  manner  in  which  they  are  administered,  and  the  temp¬ 
tations  that  evidently  offer  to  induce  men  to  perjure  them¬ 
selves,  arc  evils  that  for  the  honour  of  virtue,  anti  the  dignity 
of  human  natuix,  call  loudly  for  a  remedy. 

“  Custom-house  oaths,”  says  Lord  Kames,  “  have  become 
so  fiimiliar  among  us  as  to  be  swallow’ed  without  a  wry  face, 
and  is  it  ceitain  that  bribery’  and  perjury’  in  electin||Arlia- 
ment  members  are  not  approaching  to  Uic  same  cooFstate  ? 
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Men  ci’eep  on  to  vice  by  degrees.  Perjur)’,  in  order  to  support 
a  friend  hiis  become  customaiy'  of  late  years,  \ritness  petitions, 
qualifications  in  the  electors  of  parliament  men,  which  are 
made  effectual  by  perjury,  yet  such  is  the  degeneracy  of  the 
pivsent  times,  that  no  m:ui  is  tlie  woi-se  thought  of  upon  that 
account ;  we  must  not  flatter  oui*selve9  that  the  poison  will 
I'each  no  farther.  A  man  who  boggles  not  at  perjury  to 
save  a  friend,  w'ill,  in  time,  become  such  an  adept  as  to  com¬ 
mit  perjury  to  ruin  a  friend  when  he  becomes  an  enemy.” 

The  moralist,  from  whom  1  have  taken  the  motto  of  this 
number,  admits  that  there  is  no  need  of  binding  a  good  man  by 
an  oath,  because  he  will  speak  the  troth :  if  this  be  so,  1  would 
ask, Can  an  oath  bind  a  bad  man  ?  will  he, 'Under  its  obligation 
speak  the  truth  ?  Every  day’s  experience  proves  the  contrary, 
what  impression  can  the  “  so  help  me  Cion,”  which  concludes 
the  oath,  make  on  him  whose  whole  tenor  of  life  and  conver¬ 
sation  is  a  practical  asscition  that  there  is  no  God  ?  w  hat  is  an 
oath  to  him  who  is  daily  practising  iniquity  witli  greediness, 
the  swindler,  the  gamester,  the  defrauder  of  his  creditors,  he 
whose  mouth  is  full  of  blasphemy,  cursing  ar*d  bitterness  ?  If 
those  who  hold  out  a  temptation  to  a  man,  and  thereby  induce 
him  to  commit  a  crime,  be  parties  in  the  transgression,  sure¬ 
ly  those  who  multiply  oaths  cannot  be  by  us  accounted  guilt¬ 
less.  Let  us  only  mark  how  little  men  are  concerned  to  swear 
on  the  day  of  an  election  “  oaths  tlien  are  w  ords,  and  words 
ai*e  only  wind  !”  Where  is  there  a  sailor,  let  his  counti7  be 
what  it  may,  who  cannot  get  a  person  to  swear  to  his  citi¬ 
zenship  for  a  mere  trifle,  that  thereby  he  may  obtain  a  protec¬ 
tion.  And  yet  w’e  argue  for  the  retention  of  the  practice,  tho’ 
every  day’s  experience  in  our  courts  must  demonstrate,  not 
only  its  inutility,  but  that  it  is  opening  a  wide  door  by  which 
every  species  of  corroption  may  enter. 

I  am  of  opinion,  at  our  elections,  no  oaths  should  ever  be 
permitted ;  proof  of  citizenship  should  always  be,  if  a  foieigner, 
by  pioducing  a  ceitificate,  and  elegibility  to  vote,  by  a  re¬ 
ceipt  for  taxes— no  matter  of  what  party,  no  lenity  should  be 
shewn :  Virtue  is  of  no  country,  sect,  nor  party,  neither  demo¬ 
crat  or  federalist :  It  is  therefore  the  duty  of  all  to  promote 
with  all  their  power,  true  propriety  of  conduct ;  foi*,  if  the 
people  could  1^  made  truly  viituous,  they  would  undoubtedly 
become  truly  happy. 

U|^t  will  be  objected,  that  oaths  are  of  great  antiquity, 
thaHnnatious  practise  them,  that  they  ai*e  approved  of  in  tlie 
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biblP)  aiid  by  the  wise  men  of  all  ages,  that  oftimes  the  truth 
has  been  brought  to  light  by  them  ;  that  should  we  lay  them 
aside  and  take  every  man’s  solemn  word,  there  would  be  a  pe¬ 
riod  put  to  justice  :  These,  and  several  other  objections,  I  pro¬ 
pose  to  consider  in  the  next  number.  obadiah  optic. 

OBIGJSAL. 

THE  SPECTACLES.^Yo.  XV. 

Remember  the  Sabbath  day  to  keep  it  holy.  ezoous  xz.  8. 

I  WAS  about  commenting  farther  on  the  ridiculous  cus¬ 
toms  of  the  fashionable  world,  when  the  following  petition  was 
I'eceived,  and  as  it  may  perhaps  be  more  important  than  any 
thing  1  can  urge,  1  wUlingly  afford  it  a  place  in  tlie  present 
number. 

ro  rtiE  sPEcrjcLES. 

The  petition  of  Sunday  respectfully  sheweth,  that  your 
Petitioner  is  of  divine  origin,  and  has,  time  immemorial,  been 
observed  as  an  holy  day  among  all  the  wise  and  virtuous  of 
every  civilized  nation — that  your  Petitioner  was  blessed  and 
honoured  above  all  other  days  in  the  week,  because  the  su¬ 
preme  Ruler  of  the  universe  justly  conceived  that  one  day 
in  seven  should  be  devoted  to  his  praise,  whose  power  is  suffi¬ 
cient  to  prevent  the  enjoyment  of  any  portion  of  time.  That 
your  Petitioner  can  prove  from  the  books  of  the  Old  and  New  " 
Testaments,  that  man  is  bound  to  pay  due  deference  to  your 
Petitioner’s  dignity,  and  not  only  desist  from  labour  and  the  se¬ 
cular  concerns  of  life,  but  employ  himself  in  religious  worship, 
and  in  encouraging  others  to  be  grateful  for  the  undesci-ved 
merciesof theirCREATOR.  YourPetitionerthereforo consider 
himself  entitled  to  lay  his  grievances  brfore  you,  and  request 
your  interference  to  prevent  the  insults  and  indignities  w  hich 
are  continually  heaped  upon  your  Petitioner’s  sacred  character. 
That  your  Petitioner  has  much  cause  to  complain  of  the  anuse 
of  his  sacredness  in  this  city,  where  the  beaux  and  belles  treat 
your  Petitioner  with  such  contempt  as  to  suppose  him  formed 
merely  that  they  may  spend  half  the  morning  in  preparing  to 
be  seen,  and  all  the  afternoon  in  parading  in  clean  clothes  to 
and  from  the  water-works,  riding  out  to  houses  of  enteitain- 
ment,  and  receiving  and  paying  visits  ;  and  your  Petitioner  is 
obliged  to  hear  the  fhortifying  boasts  of  landlords,  that  Sck- 
pAT  is  the  most  profitable  day  in  lire  week  for  then^^^Aud 
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your  Petitioner  further  states,  that  many  of  those  who  choose 
so  much  to  revere  his  chametef  as  to  attend  |4ace8  of  wor¬ 
ship,  so  far  fioin  paying  due  deference  and  respect  to  his 
holy  chai'acter,  that  they  only  go  to  church  to  sec  and  be 
seen,  not  giving  any  attention  to  the  important  advice  which 
is  necessaiy  to  teach  them  that  obedience  which  is  justly 
claimed  by  your  Petitioner.  Tlicse  and  other  alnises,  such 
as  wasting  Sun d at  afternoon  in  sleep,  and  dissipation  over 
the  table,  your  Petitioner  avails  himself  of  your  numbera  as 
a  means  of  correcting,  and  hopes  that  your  Petitioner  will  not 
be  refused  his  request.  Sunday. 

*  It  is  every  personas  duty  to  go  to  church  on  Sunday,  but 
we  witness,  except  only  the  foi-enoon,  and  perhaps  in  very 
pleasant  weather,  the  house  of  God  deserted,  and  the  gos¬ 
pel  delivered  to  a  very  scanty  congregation  on  this  day.  “  If 
a  man  is  grateful  to  his  benefactor,’*  says  Dr.  Beattie,  **  he 
will  tell  him  so ;  if  no  acknowledgments  are  made,  and  no 
outward  signs  of  gratitude  manifest  themselves,  he  will  be 
chargeable  with  ingratitude.  But  if  expressing  our  giatitude 
and  prsuse  from  time  to  time,  in  words,  is  by  the  Deity  re¬ 
quired  of  us  as  a  duty  ;  if  it  is  beneficial  to  oui'sclves  ;  and  if, 
as  an  example,  it  has  good  effects  on  our  fellow  men,  no  ar¬ 
gument  can  be  necessary  to  prove  the  propriety  and  practice 
of  public  worship.’*  T. 


ORIGINAL. 

THE  TORTOISE.^Xo.  Xr. 


Education,  when  it  workt  upon  a  noble  mind,  draws  out  to  view 
every  iatcQC  virtue  and  perfection,  which,  without  such  helps,  axe  ne¬ 
ver  able  to  make  their  appearance.  *  aooison. 

MUCH  has  been  said,  respecting  education,  nor  is  the 
subject  yet  exhatisted,  as  appears  by  the  following  communi¬ 
cation,  which,  w’ithout  comment,  1  submit  to  my  readers.— 

to  MR.  TITULAR. 

SIR, 

In  the  course  of  our  journey  through  life,  many  things  oc¬ 
cur  within  the  sphere  of  our  Enervation,  W'hich,  at  the  time, 
are  pcrhtips  considered  by  us  of  but  little  importance,  yet  it 
sometimes  happens  that  they  are  the  origin  of  great  events. 
Howy^  difficult  it  may  be  to  establish  any  one  general  sys¬ 
tem,  yi^wheu  the  object  is  once  accomplished,  and  we  feel 
i 
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beiic^icuJ  consequences  arising  from  it»  we  Ixicome  extreme¬ 
ly  tenacious  of  its  pix>sperity,  and  tliough  opinions  respeeting 
die  proper  mode  of  regulating  such  system  be  diversificji, 
they  serve  the  valuable  pui  jxMn;  of  keeping  alive  a  spirit  of 
improvement. 

Some  years  ago,  when  I  was  a  small  boy,  I  recollect  the 
federal  constitution  to  have  been  the  topic  of  universal  con- 
vei-sation  ;  my  intellectual  jK>wers  were  not  at  that  time  suffi¬ 
ciently  expanded  fully  to  comprehend  the  subject ;  confused 
definitions  produced  an  idea  i'l  my  mind,  that  it  was  a  scliemc 
in  which  the  elementary  principles,  not  only  of  political,  but 
of  moral  and  literary  government,  for  the  republic  of  America^ 
\yere  embraced,  and  i*ecognised  by  each  state  at  its  adoption. 

Being  tlien  a  school-boy,  it  very  naturally  occurred  to  me, 
that  the  particulai*  part  which  related  to  education  was  its 
most  prominent  feature,  and  1  exulted  in  the  thought,  that 
an  equality  of  literature  was  soon  to  take  place  thixuighout 
the  Union,  that  the  means  of  acquiring  learning  were  to  be. 
iar  extended,  and  1  fondly  anticipated  in  imagination,  the 
time  hen  science  should  shine  with  equal  splendour  in  the 
east  and  west,  and  genius  in  the  north  answer  to  her  sister  in 
the  south,  each  fostered  under  the  kmie  auspices  and  expand¬ 
ing  in  the  same  genial  atmosphere  of  American  policy. — But 
it  was  a  delusive  dream,  and  my  expectations  exploded  like 
the  trackless  meteor.  The  impi'ession,  however,  which  this 
idea  produced  on  my  mind  is  not  yet  erased,  and  I  still  think, 
that  could  a  plan  of  education,  consistent  with  the  pui-e  prhi- 
*ciples  of  I'epublicanism,  be  devised  and  carried  into  operation, 
M  as  to  be  generally  received  by  every  state  in  the  Union, 
it  would  be  of  incalculable  atl vantage  to  us  as  a  nation. 

At  present  w'c  ait;,  it  must  be  acknowledged  by  all,  too 
negligent  and  unguarded  in  tins  particular.  We  often  indis¬ 
criminately  receive  teachers  from  Europe,  who,  tho’  well  quali¬ 
fied  to  instruct  our  youth  in  the  various  branches  of  literature, 
yet  retain  sentiments  and  pit:  Jilectionsvwhich,  if  in  the  small¬ 
est  de^*e  inculcated,  may  have  lasting  effects  on  tlie  con¬ 
duct  of  their  pupils.  ^ 

1  am  no  friend  to  arbitrary  laws  which  bind  systems,  this 
has  no  place  in  my  suggestions — I  would  simply  state  my 
qoiKeptioriS,  and  leave  for  others  to  judge  of  their  utility,  if 
possible  to  reduce  them  to  practice. 

I  would  propose  that  each  state  form  a  plan  of  education 
founded  on  such  bafeis  as  its  situation  and  iiiay 
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render  most  eligible,  which  should  have  for  its  ol)ject  the  dif¬ 
fusion  of  learning  equitable  among  all  classes,  the  teachers  to 
be  Americans  either  by  birth  or  principle,  and  supported  by 
a  competent  salary  paid  fmm  the  respective  state  treasuries, 
for  which,  provision  should  he  made  by  a  small  tax,  this  as¬ 
sessment  would  be  very  light,  and  much  less  than  persons  pay 
yearly  for  the  ctlucation  of  their  children  in  the  present  mode  ; 
seminaries  thus  established,  to  be  under  the  immediate  di¬ 
rection  of  the  several  towns  with  which  they  are  connected, 
and  the  whole  under  the  general  care  of  the  state :  I'hat  each 
state  institution  be  connecte<l  with  an  American  university,  to 
be  csl:d)lished  and  under  the  direction  of  the  general  goveni- 
ment,  in  which  university  should  l>c  placed,  at  the  public  ex- 
pcnce.  for  the  pur]X)8e  of  receiving  a  more  libei'al  education, 
such  pupils  as  sh^l  have  made  unusual  progress  in  the  com¬ 
mon  schools,  but  that  the  number  be  determined  by  a  pro¬ 
visional  act  of  congress,  we  will  say,  not  exceeding  one  from 
each  slate  yearly. 

By  such  an  establishment,  we  should  become  distinguished 
for  a  regular  system  productive  of  the  most  salutary  effects, 
which,  in  a  short  time,  would  form  an  American  literary  char¬ 
acter,  highly  honourable  to  us  as  a  nation,  and  beneficial  to  us 
as  a  republic. 

I  might  dilate  on  the  subject,  and  revert  to  the  plan  now 
establishing  in  France,  and  call  to  my  support  the  regulations 
adopted  by  some  of  our  New-England  states  ;  but  as  I  am 
but  an  indifferent  projector,  I  shall  content  myself  with  the 
few  desultory  hints  1  have  here  thrown  out,  and  leave  to  those 
whose  abilities  qualify  them  for  the  task,  to  sketch  a  practi¬ 
cable  plan,  with  observations  which  shall  merit  more  attention 
than  any  tiling  I  am  capable  of  suggesting.  Your's, 

ALPHEON. 

War  is  but  gigantic  muixicr ;  the  grim  idol  adored  by 
tyrants  and  their  titled  slaves  ;  the  globe  is  his  altar,  man  his 
victim ;  his  mouth  is  famine  ;  his  broath  the  pestilence  ;  his 
looks  death  ;  and  his  footsteps  the  grave  1  Even  now,  his  ex¬ 
terminating  ann  is  hewing  down,  without  distinction,  the 
tallest  and  fairest  cedars  of  Europe  as  fuel  for  his  sacrifices ; 
and  the  British  oak  itself,  gix>anii:g  to  the  redoubled  strokes 
of  his  axe,  nods  hourly  o’er  a  bitisuler  and  a  blacker  shadow, 
prophMk  of—*  save,  save  my  country,  Heaven  I* 
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SELECTED. 

THE  CORNISH  CUE A'FE;  A  TaLE. 

WRITTKV  BY  HIMSKLF. 
fnmehJtJ  frtm  fagt  284.^ 

TO  Padstow  I  immeciiutHy  rt-movcd  with  my  dearest  Oli¬ 
via,  whose  kind  solicitude  for  me  was  the  0!ily  consolation  of 
my  life  ;  and  who,  far  from  blaming  me  for  that  anxiety  which 
continually  clouded  my  aspect,  kindly  sympathised  in  my 
griefs,  and  endeavoured,  by  the  most  endearing  fondness,  to  re¬ 
concile  me  to  life.  Sir  Thomas  Smith,  by  whose  inteqwsition 
I  had  obtaineti  my  present  establishment,  likewise  contributed 
all  in  his  power  to  render  my  situation  easy  ;  continually  load¬ 
ing  the  children  with  presents,  and  offering  me  the  loan  of  any 
sum  I  might  have  occasion  for.  Of  this  offer  I  too  impiii- 
dently  and  fatally  availed  myself,  by  boiTow in g  two  hundred 
pounds.  I'o  con'oborate  our  good  opinion  of  his  generosity, 
be  bade  me  make  myself  perfectly  easy  in  my  siuiation  ;  for, 
on  the  piTsent  incumbent’s  death,  the  living  should  be  instant¬ 
ly  mine.  1  thanked  him  with  an  ardour  that  mockeu  the  ex¬ 
pressions  of  form.  But,  alas !  1  had  to  deal  with  a  man  of  the 
world  ;  and  found  too  soon  that  1  had  nothing  to  hope,  and 
poured  forth  my  gratitude  w  here  my  execrations  only  were  due. 

The  unprincipled  young  man  was  our  constant  visitor,  and 
encouraged  our  extravagance  merely  that  he  might  have  an 
opportunity  of  supplying  our  wants.  My  Olivia  was  charm¬ 
ed  with  his  condescension  ;  and  as  virtue  cannot  readily  sus¬ 
pect  that  artifice  which  it  never  practised,  she  congratulated 
herself  and  children  on  tlie  advantages  we  were  likely  to  de¬ 
rive  from  a  friendship  w  hich  neither  of  us  could  suppose  to  be 
interosted.  The  contrary,  however,  soon  appeared !  t)livia, 
whose  beauty  was  rather  improved  than  diminished,  was  invit¬ 
ed  to  celebrate  with  me  a  Christmas  festival  at  Sir  Thomas*. 
A  blatpcable  politeness  to  my  supposed  friend  easily  induced 
me  to  drink  more  plentifully  of  the  wine,  with  which  his  board 
was  profusely  coVei*ed,  than  my  constitution  would  bear ;  and 
as  1  soon  felt  its  effects,  I  was  conveyetl  to  bed  in  a  state  of 
ebriety  and  stupefaction.  On  Olivia  he  likewise  had  the  same 
shameful  design  ;  but  guarded  by  the  laws  of  delicate  propri¬ 
ety,  she  resisted  his  most  earnest  solicitations.  However,  as 
he  attached  himself  entirely  to  her,  his  parasites  and  depen¬ 
dents,  w  1»  saw  plainly  that  he  had  views  upon  her  viftue,  re- 
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tired  one  after  another,  leanng  Olivia  and  him  alone  tof;ether. 
Immediately  on  this  he  shut  the  door ;  and  beseeching  her 
attention  for  a  few  minutes  to  an  alVuir  which  nearly  concern¬ 
ed  his  happiness,  he  began  to  insult  her  with  the  most  violent 
pi'otestations  of  love  ;  and  swore  that  if  she  would  not  return 
his  passion,  he  should  never  see  anotlu:r  happy  hour;  adding, 
that  she  might  command  his  foitune  and  his  life,  and  that 
what  he  had  already  conferred  was  only  a  pielude  to  wlwlhe 
meant  to  do. 

Awakened  from  her  dream  of  happiness,  she  sprung  up; 
and,  animated  with  that  courage  which  indignant  virtue  will 
ever  feel  when  it  comes  in  contrast  with  vice,  she  dared  him 
again  to  wound  her  ears  w  ith  h's  unhallowed  vows ;  protest¬ 
ing,  his  conduct  should  be  made  known  to  an  injured  husband 
who  would  make  him  severely  repent  of  liis  tcnterily.  With 
all  the  insolence  of  conscious  superiority,  he  then  oj>ened  the 
door,  and  w  ith  a  smile  of  contempt  infonned  her,  that  since 
she  refused  his  fricndshiiv,  his  fortune,  and  his  love,  she 
should  feel  the  effect  of  his  resentment.  These  throats,  it  is 
evident  the  base  villain  must  have  prepared  to  put  in  execu¬ 
tion  previous  to  his  diabolical  in\itation  ;  for,  before  I  descend¬ 
ed  next  morning  to  breakfast,  1  Wits  arrested  at  his  suit  on 
my  note  for  two  hundred  pounds,  which  1  had  pressed  him 
to  accept  on  his  lending  me  that  sum  ;  and  as  it  was  not  in 
my  power  to  satisly  the  demand,  I  was  hun  ied  away  to  prison. 

>Iy  prospects  were  now  entirely  blasted.  Want,  ignominy, 
and  disgrace,  presented  themselves  to  my  view,  in  tlic  most 
hideous  as])ects  ;  and  I  could  have  laid  down  my  life  w  ithout 
a  sigh,  luul  not  a  faithful  and  affectionate  wife,  with  two  infant 
ghildron,  bound  me  to  them  witii  ties  of  indissoluble  regard. 
My  confinement  1  was  truly  sensible  could  only  add  to  their 
misei*f^;  yet  tlie  most  unfortunate  cannot,  without  reluctaincc, 
let  go  those  attachments  which  aro  so  firmly  rooted  in  tlie 
soul,  or  bid  farewell  to  mortality  with  a  stoical  apathy. 

But,  O  I  my  heart  bleeds  afrosh  at  tlie  recollection  of  the 
scene  I  am  now  going  to  describe.— My  Olivia,  unable  to 
support  her  separation  from  me,  requested  leave  to  make 
my  room  her  habitation. 

The  fatal  request  was  granted.  F  or  a  few  days  I  was  sur¬ 
rounded  by  my  wife  and  children ;  they  cheered  the  prison 
gloom — But,  can  I  proceed  ! — 1  was  soon  deprived  of  these 
comfoiis  for  ever  I  In  three  shoit  weeks  after  my  commit 
ment,  they  were  earned  ofl  by  an  epidemical  fever ;  and  tliese 
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eyes,  which  never  beheld  the  misery  of  n  stranger  without 
b^towing  the  alms  of  pity’s  tear,  were  doomed  to  behold  a 
wife  and  two  innocents  press  the  same  untimely  bier. 

The  pathos  of  language  is  too  weak  to  express  my  sensa¬ 
tions  ;  1  became  delirious,  and  my  own  hands  had  nearly  per¬ 
petrated  a  deed  my  soul  abhors— for  now  1  had  no  more  to 
lose  !  And,  gracious  Heaven  !  if  at  that  trying  juncture  I  ar¬ 
raigned  thy  justice,  forgive  me  !  for  aiilictlon  laid  its  iron  hand 
too  heavy  upon  me. 

By  degrees  1  fell  into  a  settled  despondency  ;  and  since  1 
entcied  this  miserable  room,  four  years  have  rolled  away  their 
melancholy  hours,  in  which  I  have  haitlly  beheld  tlie  face  of 
a  friend,  or  been  soothed  by  the  voice  of  a  relation.  The  ma¬ 
chinations  of  my  unnatural  brother,  who  leagued  with  Sir  Tho¬ 
mas  on  account  of  his  cruelty  to  me,  have  prevented  me  from 
obtaining  my  release,  and  seem  to  have  shut  the  gates  of  mer¬ 
cy  on  my  fate.  My  only  expectation  of  deliverance  is  by  the 
hand  of  death,  for  whose  speedy  appreach  my  prayers  are 
continually  offered  up.  W  hen  that  happy  period  arrives,  my 
soul  shall  soar  above  its  enemies ;  and,  leaving  resentment 
entirely  behind,  shall  taste  that  fruition  for  which  my  misfor¬ 
tunes  here  will  give  it  the  higher  relish. 

From  my  melanclioly  tale,  which  I  have  ardently  desired 
to  publish  before  its  authenticity  could  be  disputed,  let  the 
sons  of  pleasure  Icam  to  reflect,  while  they  roll  in  the  abun¬ 
dance  of  riches,  and  enjoy  the  completion  of  every  wish,  that 
there  arc  many  wretches,  like  me,  wlrom  their  licentiousness 

ruins,  and  wliom  their  benevolence  might  save  I - Let  those 

then  whom  the  charms  of  science  allure  to  ascend  the  sum¬ 
mit  of  fame,  timely  consider,  that  learning  is  not  aW  ays  the 
path  to  preferment,  and  that  silent  merit  may  sink  unnoticed 
to  the  grave  I  From  my  fate,  too,  the  defects  of  our  l^aste»l 
establishment  iir  church  and  state  may  be  evidently  traced  ; 
and  the  p^reat  be  brought  to  allow,  that  some  regai-d  ought  to 
be  paid  to  the  virtuous  and  the  modest  in  every  sphere  of  life, 
and  that  the  road  to  honours  and  emoluments  should  not  al¬ 
ways  he  through  the  gate  of  superiour  address  and  imblushlng 
assurance. 


Many  excellent  geniuses  have  been  lost ;  but  we  ought  not 
to  repine  too  much  at  this  seeming  hrattention  of  Fix<\iG’ence 
to  human  affairs,  as  fi-om  the  same  cause,  perhaps  a  gi'eater 
number  of  monsters  ha^  been  smoothered  and  suppressed. 
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Johnson  tells  us  in  his  life  of  the  great  Frederick  of  Prii^ 
sia,  that  his  majesty’s  father  was  particularly  attached  to  his 
tall  regiment,  and  that  if  he  met  with  a  woman  of  more  thai» 
common  height,  he  consigned  her  to  Berlin,  and  iiiarried  her 
to  one  of  his  giants,  intending  thereby  to  propagate  procerity^ 
and  procure  heirs  for  the  father’s  habiliments.  The  follow'ing 
circumstance  proves  the  truth  of  this  pompous  p;iragraph. 
As  the  king  was  one  day  travelling  incognito  through  Bran* 
denburgh,  arrayed  in  a  blue  coal,  little  hat,  and  w-orsted  stock¬ 
ings,  he  cast  his  eyes  upon  a  young  woman  who  was  near 
seven  feet  high.  Such  a  sight  as  this  nevta*  escaped  him,  and 
he  alighted  from  his  horse,  and  caused  her  to  be  brought  be¬ 
fore  him ;  when,  finding  that  she  was  a  poor  shoemaker’s 
daughter,  unmarried,  unengaged,  and  only  nineteen  yeai*s  of 
age,  he  immediately  wrote  a  letter  to  the  colonel  of  the  royal 
regiment  of  grenadier  guards  at  Berlin,  commantling  him  to 
cause  the  bearer  to  be  instantly  married  to  the  tallest  man  in 
his  corps^  and  to  be  present  at  the  ceremony.  This  letter  he 
delivered  to  the  girl  without  informing  her  of  the  contents, 
but  making  her  a  handsome  present,  enjoined  her  to  carry  it 
as  directed,  deliver  it  into  the  colonel’s  own  hands,  and  wait 
for  an  answer ;  this  done,  he  proceeded  on  his  journey.  She 
never  having  been  at  Berlin,  and  not  suspecting  the  rank  of 
the  personage  who  gave  her  the  letter,  bargained  with  a  little 
old  woman  in  the  neighbourhood  to  cari7  it.  The  deputy 
was  true  to  her  trust,  and  delivered  the  letter  as  directed,  but 
the  colonel  on  reading  it  was  surprised.  However,  his  ma¬ 
jesty’s  orders  wero  peremptor)',  and  must  be  obeyed  ;  the  |)ar- 
ties  met,  and  were  married,  and  the  afl’air  remained  a  mystery, 
until  the  king’s  return  to  his  capital ;  when  the  first  piersons 
he  wished  to  see,  wero  his  handsome  new  married  couple. 
He  was  astonished  at  the  sight  of  the  bride,  and  in  great  w  rath 
demanded  “  How  she  came  to  practise  such  an  abominuble 
deceit  V*  The  woman  told  him  the  truth,  and  lifting  up  her 
eyes  to  the  ceiling,  acknowledged  the  kindnr»n  of  Providence  in 
brintpng  about  tiuch  a  vtonderjui  •Sfork  of  charity^  by  %uch  unex¬ 
pected  means. 

A  GOOD  EXCUSE. 

A  GENTLEMAN  wlio  was  going  to  fight  a  duel,  asked  a 
friend  of  his  who  had  won  a  considerable  sum  the  night  before, 
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to  be  his  second.  “  My  dear  Sir,  (replied  the  gamester)  I  won 
fifteen  hundred  guineas  last  night,  and  shall  cut  but  a  poor 
figure  at  fighting  tonlay  ;  but  if  you  will  apply  to  the  pei-son 
I  got  them  of  he  will  fight  like  a  devil,  for  he  has  not  a  fai  th¬ 
ing  left. 

■  ■  ..  ■  - — _  .. 

]^oeticai  S>cpattment. 


ORIGINAL. 

THE  BLJCK  PATCH.  ^ 

Written  in  tie  style  of*  LOVER,  tntuejutmily  esttravagant  And  MtutHtical. 

FAIN  from  thy  cherr>’  lips,  would  I 
That  sable,  envied  patch  remove, 

Did  I  not  see  that  hov’ring  nigh. 

Appears  the  laughing  god  of  love. 

Wantonly  in  thy  smiles  he  plays, 

And  casts  his  eager  glances  round  ; 

Fondly  he  flatters  and  betrays 

The  daring  youth  who  near  thee  *s  found. 

But  ah  1  the  hero’s  glorious  meed, 

The  timid  soldier  ne’er  can  gain. 

Who  like  a  coward,  fears  to  bleed 

W'here  war’s  red  lightnings  fire  the  plain. 

Nor  will  I  fear,  but  strive  to  steal. 

And  on  my  lips  the  patch  impress ; 

Thus,  ’neath  a  kiss,  the  theft  conceal  — 

The  prize  which  soon  my  heart  shall  bless. 

Yes,  1  will  join  my  lips  to  thine. 

Deeply  impress  a  glowing  kiss  ; 

Yes,  thy  ambit)sial  breath  with  mine 
Shall  mingle  till  I’m  lost  in  bliss. 

Too  daring  youth,  what  hast  thou  done  ?— 
Urchin— I  thought  thy  smiles  sincere— 

W  rap’d  in  the  toils  of  V’enus’  son,  ’ 

My  heart  is  rack’d  by  doubt  and  fear. 

The  trcach’rous  boy,  while  free  from  care^ 

In  transport  lost,  the  prize  I  took, 
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Threw  round  me  his  entangling  snare, 

And  left  me  with  a  boastful  look. 

Mischievous  wi^tch,  these  cords  unbind, 

I  cry’d,  but  Cupid  flap’d  his  wingjs, 

And  fled — now  to  the  passing  wind 
His  hapless  lot  the  poet  sings. 

Emma,  the  dang’ roue  priae  resume, 

My  banish’d  peace,  my  heart  itrstore  ; 

’Tis  you  must  save  me  from  my  doom. 

Or  I  know  happiness  no  more.  anacharsis. 


^^The  following  lines  are  not  destitute  of  merit ;  the  satire  is  point* 
ed,  and  the  writer  seems  to  laugh  with  good  humour-.-therc  is  a  quaint* 
ness  of  expression  and  gaiety  in  them,  which  cannot  fail  to  please  ;  the 
*  falling  headlong  in  love,*  is  a  good  conceit ;  but  we  cannot  help 
thinking,  that  to  ‘  go  around  the  moon*  would  be  rather  tiaTcIling 
Jar  to  shun  the  piercing  looks  of  a  lady.  aoiTca. 

ORIGISAL. 

L  I  JV'  £  S, 

TO  CERTAIN  MODEST  FEMALE  NEIGHBOURS  OF  MINE* 

MY  dear  pretty  ladies,  saints  bless  you, 

Tl»«*  you  may  esteem  it  good  grace, 

1  heartily  wish,  while  I  pass  you, 

You  would  not  so  stare  in  my  face. 

Do  you  wish  at  your  charms  I  should  wonder, 

As  by  you  I  timidly  move  ? 

And  make  a  false  step  or  a  blunder, 

At  once  hdling  headlong  in  love  ? 

The  look  that  the  bosom  entrances. 

Is  soft  as  the  first  beam  of  day ; 

But  your  broad,  flashing  gazes  and  glances, 

Drive  love’s  sweet  sensations  away. 

For,  by  the  best  wig  of  my  father, 

When  call’d  to  the  neighbouring  squares, 

I'd  walk  round,  O  round  the  moon,  rather 

Than  brave  your  unmerciful  stares !  g^rnon. 


